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foeviee] 6 ! how glad was-ther 
= fed uh dit it 


ſes of his 
Re nrargly 40 io than ! how didi ic tear | how 
; We SEINIS Body andicry 
rfor cite pl haw\beautitubwerethe Feet, 
Oe Ky, how pleaſant the v;fications of them, who brqught 
Bs. 1 thetydings © \this/Lifeand Peace |: What love; what uni- 
| ty, whatembracing one another in this life, waythenwit- 
nefſed in the hearts of one another !- and where this lives 
and grows to this day, O how precious is that Veſſel } 
but where the Life in any is departed from, where ano- 
ther-rhing {of avother nature) hath entered and; beeneng 
tercained byiany, 'thereit is not fo ; bur there the love is 
n<old; the mind changed, the goodneſs of the. Lord. 
atgotten, ' and the; poor Soul again entangled-in. that 
which formerly. it-felc ſome releaſe and doliverayce from. 
{Now that the Enemy would endeavour te entangle 
the mindsof the Redeerned;and to draw: them bagkfrom - 
the:Lord;” aud: his/purel tmeafure: of- Lif&p the heart, 
towards Perdition agama; tharis not to bequeſtioned, ' it - 
being his Nature -and Property fo-to do 3 and that- he 
would ufe,not only-his ſtrength, out alfo.all his ſubtilcy & 
deediveablenefsito affect rhis (his aim being at the Church 
and Redeemedof- God; more then at the World) appear- 
ng as'an-Angetof- Light, in motions like Light,in wayes. 
BA like Life, this isnorto bedoubced neither; for how. elſe - 
2s could /he gaip-upon an rg BO TEL and whoſe 


_, . ©  altgivafter the Lord'? Bur this. is the-great thing for my 


hexftiand the hearts of Friends;to:be exerciſed in,to-wair 
Ed, VI +. — diſcern howfar . 
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For he&hathp: 
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uuder:the 


to: look-up 


Now, doth :it not conectn every one! 


Lord; .to:guide his-heart in ſearching): tharhe:ny tholy | 


anderſtand his ſtate ?- that, it he can witneſs theptgſer- 
-vationiofzhe Power; >he 'TRay cling pfdife' | OWwer 
- bur if ke hath-beew betrayed and.comerg'4 16 i 
ſeek after :the Power of thifecigain; and wait fordetive- 
'ranceiand-reſtoring byiir, ': Forwithtthe Lord?God4ds 


' -Mercy:avd/Bowels; :apd:he: ſrekechy alter andfaveth the 
Loft, wor onuezonely, but againiand again; eres - 


ithecgreat dabyer:vf'Souly,>When't \Wir& 4$HOrane 
their Captivity, and:judge:in thenifelyes;-and ate; guidetl 
-by tharavhich ſhould be judged down atid'defirvyedit 
[them 5/1\Whery Darkneſs. is: che lghriand: leader. inf che 
[Miod, 'Dqubither«doch-thar-Soul travel How Gord: 
judge, think, a& ! how ſure. torh\che-Enetty hold4F'm 
is Bopdsand Dhains? how eafily/doth? he»projatlice it 
wgainit thac,whioh i of Godandtor-lesgped3andinclice 
-rcoghin|fuveurably of char, which onlyappearethiobe 
-of<ol}, bur lisnor, and iste its [ 


- 


-niy bactrondeawonred to-make uſe of.co thurr-oarBouls; 
[whitlvany that:have been/entarpled*;\haveye 
-burchy, ;and choſe that RE 
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Nu EFvicods;'there:were three thinggon us hetde. 
ithfsatiorfing, which ſprangiup rien th ©; 
Komicmob-ad &s Spiric, asfubril engines; whith c&Bns- 


75 
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-iry that is io the .Spirie,: forthe building-up in Lite;..as 
 wellFas for begetting, © How doth. the Euemy ftrive to 
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Trop 1» 


m the-Lbrdhatlichaſen, and pleaſech to-make 
Miniftring'ito his People, Previous is the Mini- 


ethe World agaiaſt them, that: there may. be no 
| begetring to God from anioagſt them > And how doth he 
- alſo endeavour to raiſe preju ices among the Begotten, 
that he may interrupt, and (if poſſibly) top their build- 


-n up? , bf 
ion is this, To draw men fromeyivg and fub- 


jecqingrs the preſent diſpenſation, by an earneſt lovking 


afrerand waiting for another,or further, The fecurity and 
blefling' of the Soul lies io the preſent diſpenſation, in 
.bowiog to God there, in being diligent under the exer- 
ciſes-of his; Spirit therein, Now at which draws the 
mi , fromthe preſent exerciſe from belief 
'in the preſent gifr, under.a ſpecious prerence of waiting 
fot ſomewhat more glorious to appear, betrayes and de- 
ceives-; in thus turning the mind out of the Path which 
God holds forth and guides into, towards expeRation of 
a Path as yet to be revealed, 
Fhe third is this, Under a pretence of ſticking to the 
enlightning & guidance of ones own meafure, to ſetup a 
 and-judgement in the mind, - both concerning per- 
fons,-practices, and things, which is not truly of the mea- 
fare, but ſecretly inſtilled into and raifed up 
| to the pure meaſure of Life. All theſe have 1 
notontly ſeen in Spirit, but been ſorely affaulted with-; 
and that they have:not prevailed upon me, even to de- 
firuction, is the tender mercy and kindnefs of the Lord 
unto mg, and inchat tenderneſs and love, forthe preſer- 
53-4 5 vation 
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io the mind, 
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| have ſomewhat in-my liearr to fay fit I 
cerning each of theſe, ws the Lord Y 
tothe conditions of thoſe who ſtand in wo COPY Ft 
. - Firſt, Copcerning thoſe | peeguctta gieich the Enemy 
is aptto lay before the niipds of Friends concerning thoſe 
whom the Lord-hath choſen to miniſter to thetnin-the 
Power of his Truth,” I ſhall ſay this : Look over the for- 
mer diſpenſations of God 3 There were falſe P | 
under the Law, and falſe Apoſiirs and Miniſters in; the 
time of that diſpenſation.of the Goſpel, who-did ftrive 
and labour hard to diſturb, undermine and overturpthe 
Building and Work of God in the Spirits of his. 
then; but did God ſuffer the True Prophets under 
Law,or his True Apoſtles to fall and loſe their Miniſtry ? 
And is notthis preſent diſpenſation: pure and living, aud 
able to preſerve both the laſtructers and Inftructed - in the 
Lord? Itis natural to the Enemy to fuggeſt ſuch athing 5 
but let all that fear the Lord and love his Truth,take heed 
how they entertain ſuch a ſuggeſtion, Beſides, he that 
hath felt the pure Power if his heart, -and waiced to be 
{ carried through the work of it, and: hath been carried. 
though and brought into the dominion, and ſet'as a Pil- 
laria the Temple of the Lord ; itis not eafie (if poſſible}. 
for him to fall, the Lord naviong eandertaken for ah tp 
he ſhall go #0 more forth, as Rev. 3. x2, But let'me Ez 
this to thee, O Soul, who ever haſt om ar 
judice, Thou,through prejudices and ſuggeſti 
them fallen ; but do not they, m the _ oo 
| of the Spirit of Lite,fee thee tallen > Nay,jifthou al 
but retire to the pure meafure:that at firft-quickened 
thee, mighreſt not thou feel thy ownfall?  : 
To the ſecond, Of a om 7 
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auother or further:dif 


penſation, . :Lhavethis'to ſay :Con-Þ ; 
ſider wharthis diſpenſation ds 3 Js it :nocot-rche Seed. i | 
ſelf 7 Isit novof the Light; Life ,and/Power of the Far 
cher, manifeſted inthe Seed;.and in the: Saul through the 
Seed? 15 not the ſencequick, :and the-love pure, where 5 
this-istelc? AV bat wonlditrhowhave,poor Soul'? O tha: } © 
thou'felkeſt the yirtue:and ipower /ot! this, | ſurely. chow j* 
wouldſt then find, chat thounnighteft fir downthere iwthe 
Peace;/Purity, Power, Domiuion and,Perfectionof Lite ; 
fot ivis altin the Seed; tudio.be wveatedo thee,and.be- | * 
Tome chine, as thou/arc/ gathered-into:the/$:el, and ghe 
Seedopened.inthee, - Beſides, ;are_cthere-not many thar ef 
havelimeſſed, : and thar:can witneſs from/God, thee this q 
is che diſpenfarion whichis ro go through the whole earch? | 1 
and; ſhalic be. laid afide.in the beginning of its :work,2, F. 
there bailboen- a Law; green, which rould > mace fn Lifh, | 


{faid the -Apoltle) Repbteouſueſe ſhould aver been by, 'thg 
Law. God doth not change, When he hath:brought'forch 
that which will do the ching, 'why ſhould he changer? 
Now ofthe abilicy :of. this, : there .are imany »witnetles; } F 
Yea it hath-broughtformhLiſcand:Righreauſagſs inithoſe | J* 
that have- been ſubjedt roi; -and was 'onee. owned a5:the | 4 
deficeof our Souls, and>became:a:coverivg te out eyes | ,, 
thaewerould:logk no further; our hearts inthe ſeoſeand Þ ,; 
life-of Truth, being fartsfiedthatthis was the) very;thing | -y 
ye hatl:long-mourned after, -and: waited for. Q-thas þ x 
which begets anotheoſenſeinany of 1is, (under whavpre; 


.th 


tenge orappearanceſoever) lerirbe che. abomination;,of ” 
& -# our'Souls; "tharwe hearken not, ' nor.gire the Jeaſhencery. 2 
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J tainznent to it, left by :irwe-be betrayed of 91g ponign 
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; # othe third Lays krisatandingTruth; the Standard” ©. 
Rwere-invited roam comwbictucare to:keep forever, ] 
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Tevenche meaſure of Life irour:own Veſſels; This w 


| 


Aifiewsin our ſabjeRion to wharevet ir reveaks | atid its jus 
Kificarion' wil-tand, whatſoeyerany-mar) el{ethall ſay £6 
the-contrary, But this is at unity-in ir ſelf; and neyerop=/ 
poſerhthe motion'or appearance of Life in another, Now- 
chisis certain, the Bnemy will appear agneer. lite and ity 
motion;,/as he can 5 'and if 'Treceive his appearance; Lanv/ 
not ſubje& to the meaſureof life in me, burro hirtr under” 
bis deceirtul appearance, Therefore it that, which ap-- 
ars like Lite in thee, contradi@ a practice or appearance 
of Lite in others, {( who wete in the Truth befote thee, 
and arein the growth thereof fat beyond thee) oughteſt' 
thou not to be fober in Spirit, and to wait in fear,teftthou+ 


| ſhouldeſt be deceived, leſt thou ſhouldeſt exalt Self aud 


the-Enemy in thee, and not the Truth 3 yea left thy heart 
ſhould' grow-hard, and thy neck-Mtiff againſt thoſe who 


| 


are over thee in the: Lord; and fo thou loſe the benefiroFf 
;their-watching'over thee and connfel to thee,andof Gods 
preſervation ? Forourtof the Truth, in the-deceicfuFap- 
rance, 'there1s no preſervation, nor true* Light, *nor'' 
juſtification of -Life, but ſelf coneeir,; fleſhlyconfidencs;- 


{| andthe juſtification of a mans own ſpirit 3 and higwifs- 


dom then gets up, andexalrs it ſelf; as if-ir were the right 
thing. © The Lord gave the meaſure of Life to thee; and? 
the Lord alſo hath given Fathers, Guides; 'InſtraQers, 
"Watchmen, in his //rael. Theſe have afſervice fromthe 
Lord towzrds thee, who knoweth thatthy Soul hath need” 
of that ſervice; now if the Enemy. can -prejudice-thee 
againſt; and withdraw thee from rhe -uſe of what'thow 
needeft, art thou not in davger of falling and miſcarriage 


Doſt nor thou ſetup the meaſure-of Life inthee' (if not 
J. arfother thing) beyond its place, ſtate and growth? And * 
4, can anythinggrowand thrive out of the ge 3 


_ 47 m4 


dempt God? Nay, nay, the yery meaſure of life it ſelf} - 
will this way come to wither and diein thee, and another] - 
thing live1d its place, and the Sword of the Lord will be 
drawn againſt thee, and thou wilt be cut off trom the Bo- 
dy, and alſo from him who is the quickner and preſerver 
of the Body. Therefore my Friends,' as the Enemy 
waccheth to deceive and deltroy, ſo the Lord keep our 
Souls inthe true. Watch and looking up to him, who (to 
thoſe thar fear him) diſcovereth the deceit, and preſery- 
eth from the ſnare. | 
_ And this is wicnefſed concerning the meaſure of Life 
inthe heart, andih2 way of its acting and operation, that 
it alwayes adts in its place, even in due ſubjetion- to the 
Father'of Spirits, and to his Life in others according to 
its growth : for there isno.rent nor diviſion in the living 
Rody, no ſetting up one.meaſure of Life agaiuſt another 
meaſure, or one motion of Life againſt another motion, . 
or one praQice againlt auother, but all there is in the-uni- ; 
ty, in the love,in the tenderneſs, in the ſence,in the peace, 
in the dominion, in the ſubjeftion ; and that which dif- 
fexeth or diſſenteth-from the Lite,interrupting the Union 
and Uniformity in the Life, is not of the Lite ; whieh - 
when it is every-where caft out, Lite to Lite will anſwer 
eyery-where 3 which day my Soul breatheth and wajterh 
for, even the day wherein Life alone ſhall live and rejgn 
inevery Veſſel, and all the devices and ſnares of the Eves 
not be able to enter upon, or catch any of God's little 
fimple-hearted ones ; bur {till by che power of Lite rifing 
inclearneſs againſt them, be thrown back upon the Ene- | 
,to his torment and diſadvantage. | 
And O. dear Lambs, confider how cafie it is for you to 


-E miſtake;err,& wander from the Truth ; and do not refuſe 


the care, watchfulneſs and tender counſel of thoſe who 


were | 
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her: "Lord. Alas, how eafie 1s it for the Enemy to de | 


plicity, and get bervcen.you and your Life z and then yeure liable 
to miis-ſce and mils-2& 1n all ye do, and to follow the Enemy, 
as if he were yout right guide; and tofight againR, and refit him 
who is your true Leader, as if he were your Enemy. hs og 
in you is to bz your Guide and Leader, avit groweth-up and re- 
ceiveth ability, {trength and dominion from the Lord; but the 


Heir is to be under Tutors and Governour, till the'time appoin-/ 


ted of the Father. And the Szed 1s meek, humble; tender, lowly, 
ſenſible of its own Rate and weakneſs, and ſubjeR to'the exalta- 


tion, domigion and pure authority of Life in others where tha 


Lord hath ſo exalted it, That which is otherwiſe in you (which 
is high, exalted, conceited of it ſelf, and not ſubje& to e de» 
oree of Life in others, according to its Rate) 18 anochobeing.. 
which is not of the tiue kind, bur onely under a guize appears to 
you as the true; andas it gets entrance,corrupts your hearts from 
thetrue,& deſtils its poyſon into your Spirits, Which ye delieving, 
entertaining and feeding upon, asf it were the true, grovy up 18 
his poyſontul nature ( lohng the pure nature and fellowſhip of 
the Body )and are travel 'ing whither ye are not aware, being gone 
from that which at firſt gathered, into that which through ſubtilty 
hath deceived, appearing to you as if it as ftill the ſame, and 


| that ye Rill keep to it, but others are departed ; whereas the thing 


is clean contrary in the fight of the Lord, and in the Gghr of thoſe 
who keep to the Annointing, and ſee with bis eye. Therefore, 
O dear Lambs and Babes, what need have we to wait, /in tender 
ſence, for the Lord's preſervation of us in that Nature, Spirit 
and Life, whereof we were begotten,and wherein we were taught, 
that there ve may Rill learn and keep to the cue teachivg, in che 
innocency and fimplicity of love, and not hearken to the wiſdom 
and reaſonings of another ſpirit, who lieth'at watch to catch the 
mind with bis wiles, and draw from the true thing, Mark how 
we learned at fict; Was it not in a Nature, by a ſecret inſtin& 
and inclination of our minds towards the Life, and the Path, 
Wayes and PraQtiſes thereof, whereinto the Body (which before: 


had beer gathered) was led and walked before us? The ſame® 


Life, "when: it maketh us part of the flock, bringeth us into. the 
B {ame 
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fame footſteps 3 and there we walk with them; in the unity: sf 
the ſame Life, and ſence of the ſame Leader ; but if-the Enemy 
cat at any time draiy us froth this ſence, and from the belief and 
practices or practice, Which we received in this ſence, (even our 
of the limits of this nature and irs naturalneſs) how eafie is ic for 
him to perſwade us to queſtion right things in our minds-and an« 
derſtandings, as if they were wrong, (darkening our eye, and 
cauſing us ro overlook and forget the leading and motion, which 
we had in the true ſence and nature, from the Annoiting it ſelf) 
and ſo confidently to think and conclude, that we took up ſuch or 
ſuch a pratice by imication, and have held it up inform > where- 
2s the Lord (who forgetteth not what and how he hath wrought 
in us) knoweth that we took it up in the ſence and leading of his 
Frith, and are now tempted from that in the reaſoning ſubcilty, 
which we formerly praQtiſed in the true innocent fimplicity, And 
thus getring into us a belief and entertainment of his ſnare, he 
draws us from that which atfinftled us, and from the practices we 
were at firſt led into, to hearken to him and follow him, "who in- 
fruceth usin a way. we WzTre not infiructed in before while the 
Lord ifnftnifted ns; and ſo defiroyeth his Nature, and the Work 
of his Spiritin'ts, dividing us both from the Head -and living 
Body; and fo our Randing, growth,” ſence and judgement. 
is alcered , and we are neither to: the Lord what we were be- 
fore, nor is he to us what he was before; for he hates that 
Spirit in #1 its appearances, - and cannot have unity with 
the Souls: that.are entangled by 1t.. * Therefore, dear Friends;' 
ax'we prize our gathering to and abiding with che Lord, and the 
enjoyment of his Love, Peace, Joy and Preſence atpreſent, and 
the Crown atid Inhericance%of Lite with-hint for ever ; ſ6let us: 
fear, fo tetus watch, ſolet us cry tnto him, tobe preſerved by 
him; which gathered us, in thatanto which he gathered,. and vor 
by any means betrayed'(rhrough ſubtilry-of the Enemy) into ano. 
therthing, vaers the life of the Body (and union With the Body) 
cannot poſſibly be witnefled,nor the true juſtihcation of the Lord,, 
but only an appeating-Jultification-of a Man's own (pitit, 'which 
mbftafcerwards come utider condemnarion. Ye, -who ate in the 
kving and true 'ſence, will fee! my love, tenderneſs and faith- 
fitlhefs, in what I viite 3, and-ye wao are- not, the Lord God of 
| Bowels 
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Bowele pirty, 21d recover out of the ſnare and wrong Jugoapyns 
_ that ye may feel it ; and feeling that which is true, May be joyne 
ed to it, drinking of its virtue and preſeryation, and live # 
whichis the earnelt defire of my Soul to the Lord, who am 


oY 


From M;*. Priſon, Your Brother and Companions. m the 
the x4th, of the tribulations and mercies which 
grth. month, 1666, attend the Living. 


Ifaac Penmgton. 


POSTSCRIPT: 


Pry 
Ear Friends , Brethren ; Lambs and Planits of the 
| moſt High, it u m my beait to add one thing, which # 
have been deeply exerciſed abo#t;-and have receryed help: 
from the Lord m, wherein am truly willing (in fairtfabuſ; 
and tenderneſs) to be helpful to any of you that fland m nee 
$ } thereof, as the Lord" fgall grve me abtlity and opportunity's 
13 It s this, Among other thmgs, wherewith the E nemy endea- 
woureth to reproach thoſe whom the Lord hath ſent forth a- 
h mong ft us, be makgth uſe of thre, as'if they wanted Bawels 
* and Tendernefs. Now' Friends, T beſeech you conſider it, 
I that the Enemy may not thits enter you.; Did not the Lord 
4 conſider of hu work, .and whom be ſent forth in this this 'for- 
's' Þ| vice and labour of Love f Dathbenotknow the need of bow- 
7 els and tenderneſs in them, and would be not eſpecrally furniſh 
" them thertmith ? Yea, have they not bowels from, and in the 
?) Lord ? and doth nat the eye that 1s open ſee, and acknowledge 
Jl. their bowels,” and bleſs the Lord for them? T have lately brew 
h often warmed in the tr ue ſence of it, and have felt -thut there- 
'© . | in [have not bleſſed bu Name in vain ; but the thing us ſo 1 
| the ſence of Truth, and ſo acknowledged before the Lord, thr 
that whith erreth not : Onely as true jadgeinent- ang ſeverity: 
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